INTRODUCTION
The Cerylonidae are a amily o small to minute beetles (usually 2 ram. or less) which occur most commonly in fo.rest litter and under bark. At present, there are about 4o genera and over 3oo described species known rom all o the major zoogeographic regions. Crowso.n (I955) qrst recognized the Cerylonidae as an independent clavicorn family, including the cerylonines and murmidiines, as well as Euxestus and its allies; but these groups have been treated a.s tribes of the heteromerous amily Colydiidae by both Hetschko (I93O) and Arnett (1968) . In their world generic revision of the family, Sen Gupta and Crowson (1973) (Besuchet, 1972) , but as yet there is no direct evidence supporting this hypothesis (see below).
Perhaps the most interesting teature of the subfamily Ceryloninae is the occurrence of piercing-sucking mouthparts in all known larvae and in adults of over 5o species in at least six genera. This condition may have evolved twice in the larval forms and several times in the adults (see below). The most highly specialized type of piercing apparatus in adult cerylonids occurs in the genus Cautomus and has been described and illustrated by Besuchet (1972) There is little to add to the generic description provided by the latter authors, except that the hind edge of the pronotum has a raised margin and the scutellum is transverse. Also the antennal club is broader than their illustration suggests, and it appears to be pinched in the middle due to the presence of lateral sensillae (see fig. 4 ). 25. Philothermus glabriculus LeConte. Fig. 26 . P. occidentalis, n. sp. Fig. 27 . P. #uberulus Schwarz. Fig. 28 , La]ethus discretus Casey. Fig.  29 . Cerylon distans, n. sp. Fig. 30 . G. unicolor (Ziegler). Fig. 31 This species may be distinguished from the Floridian P. luberulus by the larger size (I.9-2.3 ram.) and somewhat broader form, shorter elytral hairs, finer and sparser pronotal punctation, and relatively smooth and even lateral prono.tal margins. The western P. occidentalis is more elongate, with narrower pronotal margins and closed procoxal cavities. This is probably the most common cerylonid in eastern North America and it may occur with Cerylon unicolor, which is easily distinguished by the much narrower form and I-segmented antennal club.
Distribution Lawrence, April, 1975 
